
Experience the enchanting allure of New Zealand, where you can immerse yourself in the lively culture of Auckland, 
exploring the countryside or enjoy the captivating melodies of traditional Māori music at a cultural performance. 
Embark on a journey that seamlessly blends rich history with diverse and breathtaking landscapes, from the geo-
thermal wonders of Rotorua to the Franz Josef Glacier of pale blue/green ice. Whether exploring vibrant cities or 
serene natural wonders, New Zealand offers a captivating and unforgettable adventure.    

 Date Daily Schedule 
 10/08 - Wed Depart USA 
 10/09 - Thu Cross the international date line 
 10/10 - Fri Arrive in Auckland, New Zealand 
 10/11 - Sat Auckland City Highlights 
 10/12 - Sun Auckland • Hamilton • Matamata • Rotorua 
 10/13 - Mon Rotorua • Waitomo • Rotorua 
 10/14 - Tue Rotorua 
 10/15 - Wed Rotorua • Fly • Christchurch  
 10/16 - Thu Christchurch •Tranz Alpine • Greymouth  
 10/17 - Fri Franz Josef • Wanaka • Queenstown  
 10/18 - Sat Queenstown - Milford Sound Cruise - Queenstown 
 10/19 - Sun Queenstown City Sightseeing Highlights 
 10/20 - Mon Queenstown - Mount Cook - Tekapo 
 10/21 - Tue Lake Tekapo - Christchurch 
 10/22 - Wed Depart Christchurch - Salt Lake City

Price from 
$4,969 

per person/double occupancy 
(15 Days/14 Nights)

Price from 
$5,995 

per person/single occupancy

2025 ENCHANTING NEW ZEALAND  
ADVENTURE

Call Morris Murdock Escorted Tours: 
(800) 809-9910 

or Morris Columbus Travel: 
(800) 999-4646Book online at www.mmetours.com

HOSTED BY TIM TAGGART • October 8-22, 2025

Scan the  
QR code for a 
full detailed  

itinerary!
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Included: 
• Accommodation in hotels as specified (share twin bed subject to availability) 
• Meals as listed 
• English speaking guide 
• Services as listed 
• Domestic flight Day 8: Wednesday, October 15, 2025 - Rotorua/Fly/Christchurch 
• Day 6 Friday Oct 18 - Te Pō dinner buffet and cultural experience 
• Goods & Services Tax 15% 
• Private coach hire 
 
Not included: 
• Airfares National or International 
• Personal expenses & tips 
• Drinks during meals (except water/tea/coffee) 
• Any items of personal nature 
• Optional activities 
• Meals not specified in itinerary 
 
Pricing Options: 
• Double Occupancy - $4,969 per person (2 people sharing a room) 
• Single Occupancy - $5,995 per person (private room) 
 
Payment Terms: 
• $500 deposit per person due at booking 
• Final payment due July 11, 2025 
• Cash discount of $100 available! Please inquire for more details! 
 
Cancellation Policy: 
• Free cancellation up to 7 days from deposit 
• After 7 days there is a 50% cancellation fee of your deposit  
• Tour is fully non-refundable after final payment 
• Read our Terms & Conditions here 
 
International Trips: For all tours and cruises that include international air, a valid passport is required and must be 
valid for at least 6 months beyond date of entry and one blank page per stamp. Morris Murdock Escorted Tours must 
receive a copy of your passport information page at least 90 days before the departure date. Airlines have strict pol-
icies concerning name changes/corrections after tickets have been issued. If a name change/correction is required 
on your ticket, you will be required to cover the cost of the fees. 

Tim Taggart has been a pioneer in LDS travel pretty much from the beginning of the industry, 
traveling to the lands of the scriptures in the Middle East and Europe the first time in 1981 and 
conducting tours since 1983. Tim has traveled to nearly every area of the world, professionally 
and as a tour guide. Needless to say  he has a great love for travel, exploring the various regions 
of the world, learning of their cultures and photo journaling his experiences! His love of teaching 
has shown while he has conducted dozens of tours to Church History, Holy Land and Book of 
Mormon sites. He and his wife Gloria are the parents of two children and three grandchildren.

Your Tour Host:

Call Morris Murdock Escorted Tours at (800) 809-9910 
or your Morris Columbus Travel advisor at (800) 999-4646 

Book online at www.mmetours.com

Tour ID # 9224J13 – Tour Manger: Kim Meyer, phone#: (801) 483-6315, email: kmeyer@morrismurdock.com



Day 1 and 2: Wednesday/Thursday, October 8-9, 2025 
Depart USA 
Depart the USA on the Sunday, October 9. You will arrive in 
New Zealand on Tuesday, October 11 local time due to time 
difference and crossing the international date line. Sorry if your 
birthday is October 10! Meals: In-flight 
 
Day 3: Friday, October 10, 2025 
Auckland, New Zealand 
Kia Ora and welcome to Auckland, New Zealand! Kia Ora (lit-
erally means “be well/and Healthy” and is translated as an in-
formal "hi" in the Māori Language). Upon arrival, meet with 
your guide and transfer to your hotel accommodation. Free 
day at leisure. Meals: Breakfast 
 
Day 4: Saturday, October 11, 2025 
Auckland City Highlights 
Today, experience the best sights of Auckland City! Some of 
the highlights include the Harbour Bridge, Waterfront, Mission 
Bay, Tamaki Drive, Savage Point, Parnell Rose Park and Village, 
Auckland Domain and Gardens and City Centre. We will also 
visit the Auckland War Memorial Museum. This is where ex-
citing stories of New Zealand’s people, the flora and fauna, 
and landforms of New Zealand's unique islands are told within 
a memorial dedicated to those who have sacrificed their lives 
for their country. In one of New Zealand's most outstanding 
historical buildings, you will encounter exhibitions that will 
excite you with the artistic legacy and cultures of the peoples 
of the Pacific.  
 
If time permits, we will visit the Auckland New Zealand Tem-
ple Site. We will then continue to the iconic Sky Tower of 
Auckland. Access to the observation deck and to the level 
where the restaurants are located is via three elevators with a 
glass front wall, and one with a glass floor. Meals: Breakfast 
 
Day 5: Sunday, October 12, 2025 
Auckland - Hamilton - Matamata - Rotorua 
This morning after breakfast, you will depart to Hamilton to 
have a visit the Hamilton New Zealand Temple. After the visit, 
we continue the journey to Rotorua via Hobbiton. Experience 
the real Middle-earth™ at the Hobbiton Movie Set, where, in 
the heart of the Waikato region, you can step into the lush pas-
tures of the Shire™, as seen in The Lord of the Rings and The 
Hobbit trilogies! You will be fully guided on a walking tour 
through the Shire, journey past Bag End, explore the inside of 
our newly completed Hobbit Hole™ on Bagshot Row and into 



the world-famous Green Dragon™ Inn, where you will be presented with a complimentary, exclusive Hobbit™ 
Southfarthing™ beverage to conclude your own Middle-earth adventure. 
Then on to ROTORUA - located on a volcanic plateau, and formerly a spa town, Rotorua is most famous for its geo-
thermal activity. Rotorua is the main place in New Zealand where aspects of Maori traditions can be seen, from 
wood carvings, and meeting houses, and Maori dances. Native and introduced tree species abound locally and 
combined with several picturesque lakes, Rotorua is a fascinating mix of culture and nature.   
Meals: Breakfast 
 
 
Day 6: Monday, October 13, 2025 
Rotorua - Waitomo - Rotorua 
Leaving Rotorua in the morning, travel through lush farmland to 
the small town of Waitomo in the King Country. Next we'll take 
a 45-minute guided tour through the world-famous Waitomo 
Glowworm Caves, which were discovered in 1887 and are now 
one of New Zealand’s most popular tourist attractions. See 
vaulted caverns, stalactites and stalagmites and hear how these 
limestone formations were created over millions of years. Your 
tour ends with a boat ride through the Glowworm Grotto, a sub-
terranean cavern illuminated by the lights of thousands of tiny 
glowworms – it’s magical!  
 
After your Waitomo Caves tour, we retrace our steps and return to Rotorua. Tonight, we will have a Te Puia e Po - 
Indigenous Evening Experience Te Pō is an intimate time for sharing knowledge and is also Te Puia’s authentic 
evening cultural experience - a feast of food, culture and friendship. Te Pō begins with our mouth-watering buffet 
with locally sourced cuisine and an authentic Māori twist in each dish. Following dinner, you will experience the 
exhilarating pōhiri (ceremonial welcome) into our beautifully 
carved meeting house, Te Aronui a Rua. Enjoy the beauty and 
power of traditional waiata (song), mōteatea (chants), poi and 
haka. Then travel into the geothermal valley on our 36-seat elec-
tric passenger shuttle for a hot chocolate upon our naturally 
heated rock-seating overlooking the dramatically lit Pōhutu 
Geyser. Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
 
Day 7: Tuesday, October 14, 2025  
Rotorua 
Today explore Rotorua city and its surrounding areas. Highlights 
include Lake Rotorua, Redwood Forest and Government Gar-
dens. Wai-o-tapu Thermal Wonderland Admission into New Zea-
land's most colorful natural volcanic area. Thousands of years in the making but only 20 minutes’ drive south of 
Rotorua. Nested with a natural bush setting, walks through this unique volcanic area take between 30 and 75 mi-
nutes. 26 key natural features including the world-famous, multi-colored Champagne Pool. After your gondola ride 
to the top of Mt Ngongotaha, enjoy a premium buffet lunch at Skylines Stratofare Restaurant and Bar. Rotorua's best 
dining experience features a stunning array of freshly prepared and cooked to order dishes highlighting locally 
sourced seafood, meat and produce. 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
 



Day 8: Wednesday, October 15, 2025 
Rotorua - Fly - Christchurch 
After breakfast, meet with your driver today at hotel lobby and 
transfer to airport for your domestic flight to Christchurch. Do-
mestic airfare is included! Upon arrival at Christchurch, meet with 
your driver and guide. Today explore Christchurch and its sur-
rounding areas. Highlights include Botanic Gardens, Canterbury 
Museum, Cathedral Square, and Christchurch CBD. Meals: 
Breakfast 
 
 
Day 9: Thursday, October 16, 2025 
Christchurch - Tranz Alpine - Greymouth 
Today you will board the TranzAlpine scenic train departing from 
one coast of New Zealand and arriving at the other. Your train 
journey is 223.8 kilometres long and takes just four and a half 
hours. There are 16 tunnels, and 5 viaducts, the highest being the 
Staircase standing at 73 metres. From your carriage you’ll see the 
fields of the Canterbury Plains, beautiful gorges and river valleys 
of the Waimakariri River. The spectacular Southern Alps and the 
lushness of Beech rain forest. An open-air viewing carriage allows 
you to get even closer to the stunning scenery and provides many 
opportunities to photograph your favourite spots. There’s a lot to 
look forward to before arriving at your destination. Upon arrival, 
meet with your driver and transfer to Franz Josef via Hokitika. 
Meals: Breakfast 
 
Day 10: Friday, October 17, 2025 
Franz Josef - Wanaka - Queenstown 
This morning, we head out of Franz Josef and follow an ancient 
greenstone trail. View the sheer drop of Thunder Creek Falls and 
the grand sight of Mt Hooker, flanked on three sides by extensive 
glaciers. Travel over Haast Pass, marking a change from the rain-
forest marvel of the wild West Coast to the alpine scenery of the 
Southern Lakes. From here you will travel further into Central 
Otago. View Lake Wanaka, where the shoreline is charmingly 
lined by poplars and willows, followed by the vivid blue waters 
of Lake Hawea. It is a day of gorgeous lakes, as after Hawea you 
will travel over to Cromwell, situated next to the sparkling pristine 
waters of Lake Dunstan. Stop in at a local orchard for a taste of 
some of the town's delicious stone fruit then continue your jour-
ney to Queenstown, the adventure capital of New Zealand. Time 
permits you to visit a glacier lookout. Meals: Breakfast  
 
Day 11: Saturday, October 18, 2025 
Queenstown - Milford Sound Cruise - Queenstown 



Transfer to Milford Sound on private vehicle. On arrival at the 
Milford Wharf, board your Real NZ vessel for your cruise of Mil-
ford Sound. The cruise takes in the length of Milford Sound, and 
offers excellent viewing of waterfalls, rainforest, mountains and 
wildlife. After the cruise excursion, return to Queenstown. 
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
 
Day 12: Sunday, October 19, 2025 
Queenstown City Sightseeing Highlights 
This morning we start our Queenstown Highlight tour! Some of 
these highlights include Arrowtown, View Bungy Jumping, and 
Lake Wakatipu. Take the 40-minute TSS Earnslaw boat ride ac-
ross Lake Wakatipu to the shores of Walter Peak High Country 
Farm. Get off the boat and discover the workings of the farm. 
Strolling through the property's idyllic lakeside gardens offers 
fantastic views of the lake and mountains. Fuel up at the farm 
with a delicious BBQ lunch. Be entertained by the farm demon-
stration, see the farm dogs at work before returning by steamboat 
across the lake. Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
 
Day 13: Monday, October 20, 2025 
Queenstown - Mount Cook - Tekapo 
After breakfast we will depart to Tekapo via Cromwell, Mackenzie and Mount Cook. After lunch, you may have 
time to do a self-guided walk at Hooker Valley. We'll Take a boat cruise on the Tasman Glacial Lake and experience 
the enormity of NZ's largest glacier as you weave in and out of floating icebergs. This is the only tour of its kind in 
New Zealand and one of the only accessible glacial lakes containing icebergs in the world. It’s a surreal and mes-
merizing experience in a totally unique environment. No two days are the same on the Tasman Lake with a constant 
shifting of conditions, which simply adds to the magic of this very special place. This tour is designed to both thrill 
and educate as you learn about the ever-changing glacial landscape. With the effects of climate change and other 
climatic processes taking their toll on New Zealand glaciers, their retreat is sadly imminent. The lateral moraines 
remind us of the grand scale that the glacier has reached in previous times. Icebergs of every shape and size peri-
odically tear away from the face of the glacier into the rapidly growing lake. It’s difficult to predict when a calving 
will take place but it’s possible you will witness one whilst you’re on a tour – a spectacular sight. Meals: Breakfast 
 
Day 14: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 
Lake Tekapo - Christchurch 
Enjoy a relaxed start before heading north through South Canterbury, visit the charming boutique village of Geraldine 
as you travel through to Christchurch. On arrival at Christchurch, free day at leisure to explore the downtown. 3 
course dinner is included at Curator's House Restaurant.  
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 
 
Day 15: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 
Depart Christchurch - Salt Lake City 
Wish New Zealand goodbye today after breakfast after we check out from the hotel. Meet your driver at the hotel 
lobby and transfer to Christchurch Airport for our departure flight back to the USA. Kakete ano! (Farewell and safe 
travels!) Meals: Breakfast, In-flight 



 
Introductory Terms and Conditions 

(Full Terms & Conditions available on our website and included with each booking) 
 
HEALTH & HYGIENE, MOBILITY and CANCELLATION POLICIES: By signing up for this or any of our tours, you are 
expressly agreeing to be bound by the TERMS & CONDITIONS contract that will be provided to you with your con-
firmation, specifically that you understand: i) All policies outlined therein regarding current health and hygiene re-
quirements that may be required by the countries and locations visited; ii) The required mobility needed for the tour; 
and, iii) The Morris Murdock Escorted Tours cancellation policy may be more restrictive than a vendor or cruise line 
with which you are traveling.  
 
INTERNATIONAL TRIPS: For all tours and cruises that include international air, a valid passport is required and must 
be valid for at least 6 months from the return date of the trip. Morris Murdock Escorted Tours must receive a copy of 
your passport information page by final payment date. Airlines have strict policies concerning name changes/correc-
tions after tickets have been issued. If a name change/correction is required on your ticket, you will be required to 
cover the cost of any fees. 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Morris Columbus/Morris Murdock Escorted Tours, ("Agent") gives notice that all services, 
reservations and arrangements for transportation, cruise, conveyance, hotel or lodging of any type, meals, sightseeing 
services, or any other activities made by Agent, are made by Agent as dual agent for the traveler/passenger and for 
the air carriers, hotels, sightseeing companies, transportation companies, cruise lines, and other companies (Suppliers) 
providing services for this program. As such, Agent shall not be liable for injury, damage, loss, accident, delay, or ir-
regularity which may be occasioned either by reasons of defect in any vehicle or mode of transportation, through the 
acts, defaults, financial difficulty, bankruptcy, or omissions of the Supplier or person engaged in carrying out the ar-
rangements of the trip or otherwise in connection therewith. Agent is not liable for delays and/or cancellations of 
services and resultant expenses or loss caused by acts of God, weather, disaster, government regulations, sickness or 
death, quarantine, strikes, war, terrorism, social or labor unrest, local laws, mechanical or construction difficulties, 
curtailment or disruption of transportation, abnormal conditions or other situations, actions, omissions or conditions 
outside Agent's control. Agent is not liable for loss of, or damage to, baggage or personal possessions. Agent and 
Supplier reserve the right to alter or cancel the itinerary or substitute services as conditions require or for the safety 
of traveler/passenger. Passengers must be in good health and able to care for their own needs. Please contact us re-
garding any health concerns you may have or if you need to bring any specialized medical equipment such as wheel-
chairs, oxygen tanks, C-Pap, etc. so that we can determine if Supplier can accommodate your equipment. Tour 
directors on the trip cannot be of assistance with such needs. We reserve the right to remove travelers/passengers 
from the group at their own expense if the care of or actions of a traveler/passenger become detrimental to the func-
tioning of the tour. Payment of deposit(s) as outlined in this agreement shall be deemed consent to be bound by the 
terms and conditions of this agreement. Airline schedule changes, mechanical or weather delays may affect flight 
times. Your connecting flights and/or transportation to and from the tour start and end point, whether issued by Morris 
Columbus Travel/Morris Murdock Escorted Tours or on your own arrangement, may be affected. Morris Columbus 
Travel/Morris Murdock Escorted Tours is not responsible for misconnections, delays, and/or cancellations.

Call Morris Murdock Escorted Tours at (800) 809-9910 
or your Morris Columbus Travel advisor at (800) 999-4646 

Book online at www.mmetours.com


